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in Florida, all under the control pf his office. He states that the dis- 
ease could be eradicated from Florida but for the fact that it is being led 
into the State from the neighboring States. 

The disease, so far as I have seen, is still of the same mild type that 
has prevailed for the past few years, with a tendency to become more 
severe. Occasionally, severe confluent cases are found. The death 
rate continues very low, probably about one-half of one per cent. 

I rejoined my station on January 18, 1900. 

Respectfully, C. P. Wertenbaker, 

Passed Assistant Surgeon, TJ. S. M. H. S.. 

Smallpox in St. Louis, Mo. 

St. Louis, Mo., January 22, 1900. 

Sir : I have the honor to state that there have been 3 new cases of 
smallpox and no deaths reported in this city for the week ended 
January 22, 1900. 

Respectfully, Wm. G. Stimpson, 

Passed Assistant Surgeon, TJ. S. M. H. S., In Command. 

REPORTS FROM THE MEXICAN BORDER. 

Eagle Pass, Tex., January 20, 1900. — I have the honor to report that 
during this week 25 persons have been refused admission into this 
country, said persons having come from districts in Mexico where small- 
pox was existing in epidemic form. 

On Saturday, January 14, 2 gentlemen were placed in the detention 
camp and kept there for a period of six days, their baggage, etc., being 
disinfected in the meantime. These 2 Americans came from a district 
in Mexico where yellow fever was existing, or was supposed to be exist- 
ing. The gentlemen were unable to take the oath that they had not 
been exposed to yellow-fever contagion. 

Rumors are still rife to the effect that a number of Mexican cities 

along the Mexican International Railroad are suffering from severe 

smallpox epidemics. Every precaution is being taken here and in fact 

all along the river to keep out the disease and we are not apprehensive. 

Respectfully, Lea Hume, 

Acting Assistant Surgeon, TJ. S. M. R. 8. 

El Paso, Tex., January 20, 1900. — 1 have the honor to report summary 
of work during the week ended January 20, 1900 : Inspection of Mexican 
Central Railroad passengers, 235 ; inspection of Mexican Central Rail- 
road freight crew, 22 ; inspection international bridge, 178 ; inspection 
of immigrants, 33; vaccination of immigrant children and others, 22; 
disinfection of baggage and household goods, 17 ; disinfection of soiled 
linen brought to El Paso laundry, 313 pieces. 

Respectfully, E. Alexander, 

Sanitary Inspector, TJ. S. M. H. S. 

Laredo, Tex., January 20, 1900. — I heard a rumor two days ago qf 
smallpox at Minera. Tex., about 37 miles northwest of Laredo. I 
at once wrote Dr. Henry Spohn, a reliable physician, who informed 
me that 1 Mexican who crossed the frontier at Minera, from Columbia, 
Mexico, had smallpox — a mild case. Ten days after arrival at Minera, 
Tex., he was taken with fever, and on the fourth day was breaking out 
with smallpox. He was at once isolated and put under guard. I wrote 
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to-day requesting the United States customs inspector on duty at the 
ferry to make inquiries and also examine the death register at Columbia, 
Mexico. 

On the Texas side, opposite Columbia, Mexico, there are 2 small min- 
ing towns about 2 miles distant from each other, and there is a great deal 
of intercourse between them and Columbia., Mexico ; also persons from 
Columbia coming to Laredo or other interior Texas points cross the 
frontier at Columbia so as to reach the railroad which connects Laredo, 
Tex. , with the coal mines. I have made inquiries here about Columbia, 
Mexico, but no person knew of there being smallpox there. Columbia, 
I believe, has about 600 or 800 inhabitants. If I hear more rumors of 
smallpox at Columbia, Mexico, will wire for authority to make personal 
investigation. 

Laredo, Tex., January 19, 1900. — I have a tent fitted with the stove, 
and am prepared to take charge of any person found with a contagious 
disease. Tent at present serves as a protection to the attendant who is 
in charge of the detention camp; also as a waiting room for myself 
while there awaiting passenger trains from Mexico. 

Bespeetfully, H. J. Hamilton, 

Acting Assistant Surgeon, U. 8. M. H. 8. 



Smallpox in the United States as reported to the Surgeon-General United States Marine- 
Hospital Service, December 29, 1899, to February 2, 1900. 

(For reports received from June 30, to December 29, 1899, see Public Health Reports for 

December 29.] 
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Dec. 24-Jan. 20... 
Dee. 27-Jan. 13... 
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